The present study also sheds important insights into the mechanism whereby the first postpacing cycle length may be longer than the overdrive cycle length. The mapping showed that even though the first postpacing cycle length in the circuit was equal to the pacing cycle length, the exit from the reentrant circuit was delayed, and therefore the onset of the QRS was delayed. Thus, analysis of only the surface ECG complex can be misleading regarding events in the reentrant circuit.
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It is striking how persistent and stable the lines of functional block were in this model of functional reentry, but that should not come as a surprise. After all, it is well known that human ventricular tachycardia, which must often be due to functional reentry, shows a striking propensity to repeatedly form the same reentrant circuit as demonstrated by the repeated development of the same QRS morphology of the ventricular tachycar- 
